






































































































Bridge Load Rating Manual    Topic No. 850‐010‐035 

Appendix    July 2015 
 

SYNOPSIS OF SIGNIFICANT REVISIONS, 2015 
 
The 2015 FDOT Bridge Load Rating Manual rewrote the 2014 Manual.  The organization 
and intent was largely retained.  However the word count was reduced significantly, and 
the following changes were significant:  
 

1. Add an updating procedure, for Technical Revisions. 
2. Revise prestress Operating and Permit ratings to Strength, not Service.  However 

retain Service for prestress exhibiting distress or corrosion. 
3. Remove the prestress Service I Lower Tendon Limit for LFR and LRFR-FL120.  

See commentary at C6A.5.4.2.2b. 
4. Clarify LRFD prestress shear capacity.  Either use the General Method per LRFD, 

or the “Simplified” method (ACI as modified by LRFD).  
5. Narrow LFR and ASR.  Exclude LFR and ASR from spans exceeding 200ft.   
6. Require Legal Load assessments for LFR and ASR, regardless of the Design 

Operating Rating.   
7. Simplify system factors for steel bridges; do not apply different system factors to 

different spans on the same bridge unit.   
8. Simplify culvert analysis by providing criteria for wall assessments.  
9. Remove requirements that older culverts be appraised by LFR.  The 2013 LRFD 

Interims broadened the effective strip width, and LRFR is now similar to LFR.   
10. Describe load rating deliverables, and specify the mechanics of their submission 

and adoption (Chapter 2—Process). 
11. Specify what a load rating is, its minimum contents. 
12. Simplify segmental analysis.  First, for all Design Operating, Legal Operating, and 

Routine Permit ratings, use γLL.Service = "0.90 SL," and a single-lane multiple 
presence factor of 1.0 (consistent).  Second, use Inventory Service I transverse 
3·√fc·psi, for all environments, which coheres with LRFD 5.9.4.1.2-1, and redacts 
slightly aggressive 6·√fc·psi (conservative, and consistent). Third, redact step-by-
step instructions (see Volume 10 A: Load Rating Post-Tensioned Concrete 
Segmental Bridges, now somewhat outdated).  Finally, redact specific instructions 
for shear in segmentals (defer to the latest LRFD).  
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